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	Poetic Self Portrait 
 

In art class, students learn and explore many ways of expressing themselves artistically; Through painting drawing sculpture and a variety of other materials students display their imagination and creativity. In English classes teachers show how to express feelings and ideas through various writing styles and poetry is one of those forms. Students will be creating an “I am" poem to complement self portrait drawings. Though many of the students enjoy drawing their face often the likeness that they achieve is not to there satisfaction. Students will incorporate the lines of the “I am” poem into the overall composition of the drawing to reinforce  the identify of the students in the self portrait
Objectives
1. Students will be able to utilize the “I am" poetry format to describe a clear idea of their self image and use descriptive vocabulary to complete lines of poem. 
2. Students will demonstrate understanding of line color and shape as they create a self portrait that displays at least 4 values to give form to the face.
3. Incorporate lines from I am poem into overall self-portrait composition.

Grade level: 9th

Time: 3 120-minute periods.

Materials
Overhead projector, permeant markers, various paints, oil pastels or crayons, I am format handout

 Resources
The Handbook of Poetic Forms edited by Jon Padget, pages 104-106


Teaching Strategies and Exercises
1. Discuss the idea of poetry and what they think it means as well as what they think makes a nice poem. Then discuss the concept of an “I am" poem and read several examples. What are some things they have in common? They talk about a person, they don’t have to rhyme, it has a lot of different images…all could be answers to the question.

Discuss how all 5 senses where addressed in the poem to bring it to life. Handout I Am Poems Handout
 Assessment: 
1. Assign students the challenge of writing their "I am" poem. Create a list of words that describes individual interest and personality traits. Using examples and list complete handout. Encourage students to choose an intro line that fits the words they have chosen and get started. 25 minutes. Read and revise as need.
2. DAY 2. Reiterate the purpose. Using projector has students trace each others shadow on to a large piece of art paper. Review the position of the features of the face that are drawn in profile. Have students examine examples of patterns and lines or shapes that could define the planes of the face. Instruct them to fill in the silhouette with the correctly positioned features and break up remain shapes into line shapes or patterns to create different planes of the face. Incorporate poem into final facial composition. Suggestion for how could be as hair the planes on the face as a pattern, the background of the drawing or any other creates way the student may think of. Trace final work in marker and use crayon oil pastel or tempera paint to paint face in a range of 3 to 4 values to show volume and form. 
Evaluation
Ask students to examine final works next to poem which has been typed. Critique student work for craftsmanship, visual imagery in poem clarity of individual description and creativeness in incorporating poem.



